THE   NEW   OPTIMISM
the God in question being not unhke our old friend, the eighteenth-century Deity, grown hearty, and a little vulgar, in His second childhood However far this may have fallen short of expressing Browning's own philosophy of life, it summarises pretty fairly the robustious optimism of the average middle-ckss Englishman, an optimism that was steadily rising throughout the thirties and forties, and reached its high-water mark about the time of the Great Exhibition of 1851
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